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UNION CHOPPERS WIN 


Politicians Give Union Around 


ROOSEVELT LOVES REWARD! 
“GREASY JOE’ BUT 
NOT THE CROPPERS 


Unlon, Inc, hereby offers || Okia—The 
\preward in the sum of One || -ious end of the genera: strike bf. 
This is the story of how the Thousand Dollars for informa- || tenant farmers, sharecroppers ahd 
tion leading to the arrest and ||/day laborers was announced by 
got the royal run-arourfa from final conviction of any person |! the Executive Council of the Sou- — 
Hay ted eA the aor or persons guilty of an act of ||thern Tenant Farmers’ Union at 
eginn wi residen aay. 
with violence against any members — that the. 
Joe” Robinson. of the Southern Tenant Farm- 
| When the President came to ers’ Union now engaged in a aaa greatly strengthened a ae 
“P52 ittle k on June 10 to heip trike in eastern Arkansas. lia arity of the union. It spite ay 
“Greasy Joe” keep his job in the This rewacd is offered be- || ine brutal terror, the wu 
U. &. Senate, the Union decided cause of reports of acts of vio- || increased in ¢ 
that Roosevelt might like to know lence against these strikers, || fluence. 
denying them their rights un- || “The strike is nly the 
Wonder State.” der the law to organize, strike || ning of the struggle of the dis- 
and picket peacefully. inherited to come into their own.” 
about the strike, the evictions, the kn the Council’s statement said. Se. BM 
beatings, the kidnapings, the mur- y 
| The complete statement issued, 
ders, tite peonage and the won- such acts coming within the ‘by the Gouscil ts. printed at | 
derful conditions of the share- lerms of this reward should be bottom of thie page. 
croppers ‘1 “The Wonder State.” reported hy mail to the Ameri- At the gestion of xe.’ Pr ft 
“A Of 14 was selected can Civil Liberties Union, 31 | 
to present petition to Roose- Union Square, West, New York the inten ‘of. 
velt. Marvin H. McIntyre, one of City, or in person to any rep- 
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FEDERATED PICTURES 
REV. CLAUDE WILLIAMS WILLIE SUE BLAGDEN 


. They were flogged because the: tried to help the maasteainacdaie 
Read the story on Pago 38. 


UNION IN OKLAHOMA STARTS eres 


the President's secretaries, wired resentative —of-.the Southern || OF Executi 
the Union that he would meet the DRIVE FOR 30,000 NEW MEMBERS \, Tenagt F armers’ Union, whose work and’ 
delegation in Little Rock and hand headquarters are 2527 Broad | p a F | 
over the petition to Roosevelt. By ODIS L. SWEEDEN ing eden, of Muskogee, Secretary; Avenue, Memphis, Tenn. All ork Divided 
They took him at his word and | State Secretary, Oklahoma STFU J. J. E. Berryhill, of Oktoha, Treas-'! information will be kept in the President J. R. Bu will be in 


Oklahoma is striving for 30.0%) urer; Paul DeLucea, of McMillion {| 
new 1..embers by Sept. 1. Since | and Perry, of Summit, 
our State Convention on April! 25 | mitteemen. TIES UNION, INC. onal work. 
we have been making great gains. | | Recent additions to the organiz- || « Harry F. Ward, ne Vice-President E. B. McKinney 
That convention, our first, was at-/| ing force are Rev. W. M. McGoon Cha will handle organization work in 


-went to Little. Rock. When they 
got there, they were shoved around 
until they were dizzy. but they 
never got within 100 feet of Presi- 
dent Roosevelt or Secretary Mc- 


charge of field work, the training 
of organizers and other educa- 


strictest confidence. 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBER- 


Intyre. | tended by 66 delegates. The fol- Slick, Creek County; John Den- Hays, Geu- Mississippi and 
for FDR. lowing state officers were elected: ny of Depew, Creek County; Rev. 
; “a : Drew Morton of Lebanon, Pres- |G. W. Burgess of Porter, Wagoner. Lucille B. Milner, Secr nis Vice-President Odis i. Sweeden ey 
President Roosevelt made his ident; Robert Winstead, of Tulla- | dune 3, 1936. William Stephens will be ro 
speech in which he told about) Vice- President; Odis (Continued on for organization work in 
a wonderful state Arkansas | Oklahoraa. J. E. Cameroon and 
was and how it took 100 years «| Wiley Harris in Cross and Crit- aS 
for it to get as good as it was, and ‘tenden Counties, Arkansas. Po ae 
what a wonderful Senator “Greasy "General S Victory Mai ! Howard Kester will be outside  , 
Joe” was, but he forgot~td say contact man. Definite duties will 
anything about the wonderful con- Lhe given later-to other membros 
ditions of the sharecroppers. After Uy nio Rvecuti ve Counci | of the Executive Council. Mitchell 
his speech, the President had a will remain in charge of the ah) 
little molasses and sow-belly in} . The general strike of ' tenant scale of pay in most cases repre- , protect themselves against the vio- | National Office of the Union. Pi 
Harvey Couch’s shack on Lake/ farmers, sharecroppers. and day | sents ificreases of 25 per cent. lence of the lawless planters and| Mitchell presented a financial - th : 
Catherine. — laborers called in Eastern Arkan-| The extra income involved in| their political aides. The record| report which was approved. A By, 
The Union sent the petition and! sa. on May 25 is hereby declared | these wage increases is, of course, | Shows that in only one case has | ™otion was passed requiring all I ie 
supporting affidavits .o the Presi- he & |important in itself. But it is even |the conviction of a Union man | members who spend Union funds 


dent by registered mail, but Sec- 


more important in that it demon- | been upheld when appealed frog: | to make a detailed report of their 


at 


Two important victories were 


retary McIntyre has been too busy 


expenses to the proper Union of- : 

to acknowledge won by the strike. First, it has : fF os 

wages for workers that their salvation lies on justice. This one case | 
Then came the Democratic io ot ber tel Becond, it. has in their own united efforts. is being appealed to the federal ‘eu 


tional Convention. Hd McGrady, 
Assistant Secretary of Labor, ar- 


ranged for a conference with white workers in the cotton fiplis | Union comes out of this struggle 4 
“Greasy Joe” wi ringmaster | become aware of their com- with greatly increased strength. 
‘at-the circus. H. L. Mitchell went | ™0" interests and are willing to| im those areas in which tically elected committee 

Philadelphia and, together with | 2° together and fight for them.| Union men were actually mur- Mie \. 1 


Garden Jackson and John.P. Davis 
of the National Committee for 
Rural Social Planning, went in to 
see the gentleman from Arkansas. 
It was no tea party. “Greasy 
» Joe” announced that Mitchel! was 
@ “foreign agitator” who was re- 
spdnsible for all the trouble in 
erm- Arkansas. Mitchell re- 


demonstrated that Negro. and 


Over a wide area, we won an 
average wage of $1.00 per day for 
day labor. In some counties we 
won $1.25 for a ten-hour day. For 
the first time in the history of the 
a @ number of union con- 

cts were signed with smaller 
landowners. 


| The desperate conditions of 


| plantation labor are emphasized 


strates to the most exploited of all 


The Southern Tenant Farmers’ 


dered or kidnaped, our member- 


ship has increased. 


The strengthening of the spirit 
and solidarity among tenants, | 
sharecroppers and day laborers~- 
Negro and white—hzs been im- 
measurable. The persecution has 
only heightened it. 


One of the greatest tributes to 
the strikers is the fact that they 


| 


‘The Southern Tenant farmers’ 
| Union extends its thanks to this 


the “kangaroo courts” which ‘are’ 


courts because it is a clear viola- 


committee and to the thousands 
of organizations and individuals 
outside the Union who have given 
moral and financial support: 
The-strike is only the beginniag 
of the struggle of the disinherited 
to come into thelr own. We ap- 
peai for continued aid in this 


zier-Lundeen Bil providing for 
complete system of 
to be paid 


endorse+the cooperative 
of this bill and to urge thet 


when it Iz realized that this new/| refused to resort to violence to (Continued on Page 2) 
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NOTES, 


County; James Barker of Hanes, 

L. CHELL Wagoner © ‘ounty: and Don Brown 
of Lebanon, Marshall County. 

New locals are springing 'p all 

“over Wagoner er County. On July 4, 


FRYHE Southern Tenant Farmers 
5 fn: LS wait ule n the | 


strike of day laborers, sharecrop- | 


rs and tenants. It has made sige, there WAS an raily at Tulla- 
gains in the material | ‘hasses at which members. of the 
sense. But it has wen more thru, Ex ecutive Council spoke. A county 


‘ha tremendous ¢kperience: and comr: tiee organized at this 


demonsiration of sobdarity time, 
back end white werkers tr (nc; [p Summit, where L. A. Deny 


-oltou iieids. We have diseavercd | is on the job, the S.T.E.U. wan one 


or weaknesses and we have found) dollar for 10 hours cotton ‘chop- 
our strength in this, fhe greatest | ping and 25 cents per hour for 
struggie ever made by our or- | overtime. The Union has. \yalso 
garization. raised the wage for potato picking 
Qn the material side have near Muskogee from 5 to 7 cents 
won an average price of 31.) per bushel 
for day labor over 4 wide | Over at Shick in Creek sounty 
aurea’ Upper St. Franris County | where Rev. McGoon.has just set 
and all of Cross County ¢ chruoup a new council, the boys are 
with flving colors. in Missié after one dollar for & hours .in the 


a deteat. Many ot 


‘of them are in j:i! 


County, Ark Workers around cotton ficids. They'll get it, too. 
Blythe ville: foliowing ou lead} Rey. Stephens, the old war horse, 
Stayed out of the fields for abouts i; stil on the job. Men may come 
10 days and won $1.29 for 9 hours land men may go, but Rev. Ste- 
work. Wages in Poinsett Cocinty pnens stays on. We predict he will 
were raised to $1.00 and Sido on | play a iarse part in delivering the 
nesriy: ali plantations. The piant- | 


'workers of fis race out of. their 


these wart 4! present economic bondage. 


trike 


Sad of members of tie Sourrerns trays js another old reliable. 
enant Farmer Tn the Musxogee srea, the otd 
ee posers ring and the chamber of 
merece try to dictate wages 
| it's always a few “d ds’ 
keep them from putting if 
All over the Tri-States area,! 
| OVEr. Yours truly is the sore eye in 
in. the state of M 


iSSippi, there were 


Th 


3 


cri spinach has to be harvested this 
ctrikes swite-of the per 
all. 


* We wonder what will happen 
absance of organization and iead- 
erck. Many Gr. (hese cenoradic 
K first Tirme 13 il nistory | SMITH ON VACATION 
32 union a sumbet of union| Miss Evelyn Smith office sec- 
contracts were with the! retary, is on a short vacation with 
her mother and father in Slidell, 
| 
Recaiise of the-eratal lerrar in | She will return to the Manton 


and | Office Soon. 


(*rifrenden | 
( Ounties, 


| iavwiessne ess. Union men and their 

NO | lawyers weve arrested, jailed, mob- 
have head, murdered. The union organi- 


of Arkansas: some | 
ization was their only defense. 
number of 


Wet 


und 
temporary setbarce hut by 


rerone 


a 
Our 
been driven oui 


A 


A raid on our people itn Cross 


families have lost their places, Rut | 
County by St. Francis Couuty out- 
the Union is takire care of these | 
jlaws first aroused local citizens. 
members as can and is| 
. Then the flogging at Karle of the 
helping to re-establish them cise! 
lic | Little Reck minister and the young, 
from Memphis afoused the 
The “Marches” | whole countrv. In Arkansas, those 
The strike saw magnificent de- who dared have openly protested 
monstrations  o! darity that these outrages. 
wili never be forgoiien For yoars | What. we learned wilh not be 
$3) come, men wilt talk of ‘he | forgotten iy Chousands of share- 
“marches” through the plantations | croppers, tenants and farm labor- 


of Cross and St. Franc is, Co: unties 


led by loca! Uni 
ory is told of ho: 


ers. We know ihat when the power 

of the state is in the hands of the 
ro! hher class, ii is always used 

striking. workers | s press the workers. We have 

icon, black earned that when workers unite | 

the : to drive fron power forever these 

| parasites, our We 


arranged and ion 


inen. ine st che 


‘ony. thin 


women wary 


t] 
. 


slone 
roadside and called out to day will COME, 


mM the fields to come and jeih | know, too, that there is 10 Moses 
them. These poopie whe vere | to lead us te the promised land, 
vabomg an tne Union turned and | that if we, the disinherited, expect 
tied thru the busnes, leavire their to éotne into..our.uwn, it will be 
hoes,’plows and mules in the field. | only thru our own efforts. 
of Tie Union goes forward, having 
| lenrrned much. We will have to re- 
The planters were fr 


antye 


| | ‘ind build some locals underground. We 


that will continue to organize the un- 
the strike wd¢ (So efiees  arganized who are now so anxious 
tive, “Shey. felt they were tosine. ¢o join. We must prepare for the 
On their a they | struggle to come when white and 

begged echion.” The workers will march thru 
crnor of Arsonsas: himself a _these terror strikeén areas and 
Manter, inimeciately seni im the irry. the day against ail eomers 

National Guard anc th. 


Stat * Yo our brothers who are now fac- 


Bets Heed | the terror and whose lives are 
reicn of terror, ducked up by “an in we say? ‘Hold tire 
power. of the tate. the des- ort for: we 


are coming 
adoes knew no limits in their Men pe 


“* > 
ad 
s 


—-Union 


Floyd 


tbe situation. About 2.200 acres of |. 


.' capital levy on corporations, 


TR 


‘A 


IDING BOSS VIC 


UNION FIGHTING 


| 
| 


Ethiopians. 


woukt 


He wants these colored boys to be deputy sheriffs for 
him when they grow up. They don’t look very nappy about it. But 


TO FREE SAM 
BENNETT 


CHICAGO--H. L. Mitchell, Exe- 
cutive Secretary of the Southern 
Tenant F'armers’ Union, and Rev. 
Claude Williams of Little Rock 


fight the return of Sam Bennett 
to Arkansas.. 

Dennett isa Negro cotton chop- 
per from Forrest City. He joined 
the strike with other members of 


to work even after a riding boss 
tried to bully him. Afraid that he 
would be killed by a planters’ mob 
he escaped to Memphis and then 
went to stay with relatives in 
Chicagy. 

While in Chicago he was arres- 
ted on the ridiculous charge of. 
trving to kill the riding boss when 
it was really the other way around. 
At the request of the Arkansas 


law, Governor Horner signed an 

“This warrant. is now being 
fought by the Workers Rights 
League. Everybody. knows what 


will happen to Sam Bennett if he 
has to come back to Arkansas. 


BiG FISH FRY HELD 
AT PUMPKIN BEND 


FEDERATED TURE 
These little fellows. live. be Ethiopia, Africa, They have & Peach- 


ers over there too, but his name is Mussolini. ‘Riding Boss Mussolini 
wasn’t satisfied with bull-dozing the people in Italy, so he sent his 
army to grah off Ethiopia and now he is trying to bulli-doze the 


their families attended a fish fry 
on June 26 given by the Pumpkin 
Bend loca! of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers’ Union. W. L. Blackstone 


UNION TO APPEAL 
| JAMES BALL CASE 


The only case in which the 
conviction of a Union man was 
upheld by a higher court is 
scheduied for rehearing before 
the Arkansas Supreme Court. 

This is the case of James 
Ball who was convicted in 
Crittenden County tast Febru- 
ary of assault with intent to 
murder Depuiy Sheriff Everett 
Hood. The Supreme Court up- 
held the conviction but re- 


duced the sentence from seven 
years to one year, | 

The facts of the case, even as 
they appear in the record, show 
that the charge against Ball is 
utterly faise and that what 
actually happened was a law- 
less breaking-up of a Union 
meeting by this deputy sher- 
iff. The Unien is prepared to 
take this case to the: United 
State Supreme Court. 

Four other men were arrest- 
ed at this meeting and convict- 
ed of inciting to riot. They 


‘lation the right of workers, both 


| were sentenced te 11 months 


and 29 days and fined $190 || 
each. Their cases are being | 
ir 
STRIKE VICTORY 
: (Continued from Page 1) 


croppers and tenants be repre-| 
sented on the boards charged with 
carrying out the plan. | 

_ On the Frazier-Lemke farm re- 
financing bill; the Council opposed 
the inflation provisions and urged 
that the money be gotten from a 
in- 
surance companies and banks that 
own land. 


| JOIN THE SOUTHERN | 


| funds be provided and that share- | policy of the Democratic’ party 


TENANT FARMERS’ UNION 


| Wonder State.” 


and “Stenewall” Hinard, Union Or- 
gauizers, made rousing speeches. 


RUN -AROUND 


(Continued from Page 1) 


ves 
fish. 
- Pumpkin Bend is oe 
ali-day barbecue for the near 
future. The (Cnion in Woedruif 
County is in fine shapa. 


REVOLT 

among the. 
SHARE- 


the convention And offered the eee 
following plank for the Democra- 
tic platform: 

“The Democratic Party pledges 
itself to ¢nforce by federal legis- 


part of the 


plied he was born near Eastern 
Arkansas and would still be living 
there if he didn't know that the 
noble Senator's planter friends are 
determined to kill him on sight. 


After “Greasy Joe,” the people's 
friend, had been told a’ few of: 
the things that have been going 
on in the state he is supposed {fo 
have represented these many years, 
he agreed to “use his influence” 
to. get an investigation started by } 


the Arkansas and U. S. Depart- 
ments of Labor. 


By 
HOWARD KESTER 


industrial and agricultural, to or- 
ganize and bargain collectively.” 
No 


- 

o such*plank was ever adopted.| | 
fact, the sharecroppers were 
not mentioned at al! in the plat- 
form of the party they have sup-, 
pogted tor 75 years. 

The delegates from Arkansas 
who were helping to decide the 


A 


ORDER FROM 


Shareci opper 
Voice 


MEMPHIS, TENN. 


could hardly have been expected 
to sympathize with the Union.- 
Among the delegates were: 
Sheriff Howard Curlin of Critten- 
den County: Mrs. Alex East, wife 
of the maneger.of the Norcross 
plantation’ im Tyronza; J. O. EK. 
Beck, aibig planter of Crittenden 
County; V. G. Holland, Biytheville 
planter; Aline Word of Osceola; 
and finally Junius Marion Fufrell, 
the “Wonder Governor” of The 


| BOX $215 


But evervbedy — 


will appear bef ore.Governor Henry . 
Horner of Hlinois on July 14 to 


the Union and refused to go back » 


Nearly 1,000 sharecroppers 
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_‘THE SHARECROPPBRS VOICE | 
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Armed, The flogging of Miss Willie Sue 
over the peaceful-looking cotton |. ' | Blagden and the Reverend Claude 
fields of Eastern Arkansas within Wiihams -near Earle, Ark., on 
a few hours sfter the cotton- \. June 15 was the climax of the 

-_ choppers strik® was called. ( | planter terror in Eastern Arkan- 

How many Union members were / Sas. 

driven back into the fields and | A week before, a Union pleket 
forced to work there at the point line near Farle had been broken 
of guns will never be “known. up by two carloads of plantation 
The story -hegins in Earle, a4 
day after the strike started when — a ee 
J. M. Reese, leader of the “march” 
ov Strikers are thrown into jail. at : 
and Eliza Nolden were among 
Tn Memphis, members of the those beaten. 

ern Alliance America But the most badly beaten was 
Harahan bridge across Frank Weesus. It was reported 
the Mississippi leading to Arkan- ‘that he had died of the beating. 
sas,to urge unemployed workers ‘Rev. Williams was asked to in- 

; not to scab. Four members of vestigate and, If the report were 

Lhe Alliance are arrested aud ‘true, to conduct funeral services, . 
ieee guilty of “disorderly con- Miss Blagden’ accompanied lim. 
duct. Southern Gentlemen 

Jencentration Camp 


It was while they were on this 

Dr. Sherwood Eddy, world-fa- | | | FEDERATED PtCTURES ‘ereand of humanity that 
mous publicist, finds a concentra- Hore is President Roosevelt r his speech ta Litth Rock, All around is wore kidnaped from the cenvor of 
vion Camp run by the hated J. D. | terrer and starvation, but he doesn’t even meniion the sharecreppers! Koad the: atory town and beaten’ with leather. 
Peachers. in which 13 Negroes | on Page 1. : backbands, The 


| “Soutitern gen- 


~ 


"Out histories should be revised Jaw-hreaker, and SECRETARY MITCHELL they were looking for in Warle. 
in misleading us that was ERE iS tor the possitle minor of | | TAKES SHORT REST Rev. Willlams is vice-president. 
ever ebolished in Arkansas,” Dr. FRANK WEEMS? Maving few | of the Amoriean Federation of 
Felease of the men held in the{| Why doesn’t he say where McKinney, Negre vice-president _ Miss Blagden,.a svctal worker, 
concentration camp. Peachers. in| | Prank Weeins is? Why Le comes from a well-known Yiem- 
of bully, strikes the attor- | he produce Frank Weems? and five refugees from 
nev in the Pcachers; in his In Sherif? Curlin lying? Is terror are arrested and Both are ready to identify their : 4 
role of deputy sheriff, arrests Gil- || Frank Weems already in an the | and to press charges. 
i ney who defended the Union men. | » of Sam Kennett: of the nion's lawyers, Suits will 
ninnters as he leaves the court, Mitchell will return in a few Roy Morelock, Union organizer | 
sam. Franklin, a Preshyterian unti! Frank Weems | ‘days. Meantime, President J. KR. who was als | 
minister, tries to talk to Ella tection to cel back to his office. in charge. of the Watignal’ information about Weems, was 
Hurst, wifé’ of Willie. Hurst. who || 2% ‘rom ' OL tice also beaten that day 
plantation owner talis Franklin | WHERE IS FRANK WEEMS, Smith 7 
Evictions jleave town immediately. Clay ©: lrested at Worvest City and con oice 
Miss Evelyn Smith and Mrs. | icting secretary of the Umon yicted on’ trumied ur charges of e 
Clay East try‘to take photos of fense Cornmiites, is brutally ettticing labor and coifeestine 
: the cencentration camp, but their, eu by mob in which deputy weapons. They work. out | 
fiims are destroyed and thev are | sheriffs and the prosecutiny: their fines on a convict farra | 
"Peachers and warned never to re-| recognized. He is saved. women are couvieted BSC RIG 
turn. lynching only by the interven- ou land trom which. 
Meantime, scores of striking | tion of State Rangers armcd with! pad heer evicted and ers IN f) 
| leaders’ lives are threatened.| recognized as the first President) gut ther fines on 4 conviet! 
Kelly Williams, President of the {of the Union \farm. N law ral 
| Marle loca, is forced to leave his Shades of Palituer Rawlinson, Jr..son ot the | 
home. Union headquarters in Josephine Winstew Johnson, wall-ek ‘wiiseionary in Shang 
Memphis tre.crowded with ref-} 1935’ Pulitzer Prize winner, Joe! pai is beaten und ordered to leave, | Cents 
ugees from Arkansas. Jones, well-known artist. and Mrs. | 
Gov. Futrell, at the request of; Caroline Drew, attend Benson's; picked up by. 


the planters, sends in trial and are taken to the court | in “Memphis, questioned,’ a Vvear 
Guardsmen and State Rangers. house and vestioned. Spencer asaechod act | 
Machine guns are mounted R. McCullough, famous St, Louis Wrat 

Dave M. Benson, organizer identifying himself. | WOMEN SUPPORT 3 VOLER  PUCRLISHING CO 
ica, is arrested on June 2 secretary of the Federal Council SON the VWeomens 4 

picket -line.- Three days | of Churches of Christ in America; Teague for Peder anu 


> 


Benson Frame-up 


|. Jater, Benson is “tried” and found | leo attends the Benson trial. He! visited tre’ sir’ke enclose 35 cents for one years subsc ription 
guilty of “interfering with labor, .omments said that the League is fein | | 
rioting, driving- a car without a| shred of proof im:- | lowing the:strugpies of Une 
driver’s license and having a Dis-. plicating Benson in any unlawful! orn Tenants Parvers’ Un On with ( 
trict of Columbia license instead acis thi possession of let-j interest anc sytapalss | 
of an Arkansas license. - He is: ters in his pocket! showing that Address... 


niz SUBSCRINRE TO THE SHALE: 
‘Following Benson's trial in Bore Onsidered as evidence that he| CROPPERS' VOICE | » 


fined $1,950, WAS a union orgarizer eceuld be 
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_ WASHINGTON WHITEWASH 


During the past iew weeks, we have had two so-called 
investigations by Sam E,W hitaker for the Department of 
Justice, 


Mr. Whitaker's latest wast.to determine 
whether any federal law had been violated in the flogging: 


of Miss Willie Sue Blagdon and the Reverend Claude 
Williams. It was pointless because we had previously been 


told by counsel that po federal law was involved in this} 


particular oulrage. 


What we want the to 

are the reasons behind these floggings and the countless 
other acts of terrorisin against Mos “members and union 
sympathizers.What are the planters trying to hide? 
2 We are ready io prove to anyone who réally wants the 
~ facts that there is peqnage in Arkansas, that, to maintain it 
and cover ii up, there is wide-spread murder, kidnaping and 
violence of which the flogging of a woman and ‘a minister is 
but a single example and that the so-called forces of law and 
order not only fail to act bui are actually responsible for 
_ this terror in the first place. 


If this is not a matter for éareful investigation by the 


Federal authorities, then what have we got a government for? | 


During Mr. Whitaker's first visit, he was supposed to be 


looking for peonage. He was here for a day or two, refused | | 


our offer to take him into Arkansas to prove our charges, 
had a chat with Governor Futrell and other planters, returned 


this home in Chattanooga and wired Futrell that he had 
vd no evidence of peonage. 


His offieial-report is in the hands of Atieecnis General 3 


Cumuiings. If the Federal authorities think they have now 
discharged. their duty, they don’t know the.color of white- 
wash. As a matter of fact, these flying trips and snap judg- 


ments of Mr. Whitaker only make matters worse because | 
they create the false impression that something is really | 


being done. 


Civil Hnertioe 4 in Arkansas have disappeared. ‘State and 
local authorities, from the governor to deputy sheriffs, have 
refused to act. [ff Arkansas is part of America, it is the duty 


of the federal government to give us protection. We are still 
waiting for it. 


FOR REAL UNITY IN THE SOUTH 


The first ssue of the “Southern Farm Leader,” official 
organ of the Sharecroppers Union of Alabama, contains an 
' editorial called “For Unity in the South.” The editorial pro- 
poses (1) that all croppers, tenants and small owners unite 


in the Farmers Union and (2) that all agricultural workers. 


be united in the American Federation of Labor forming a 
“National Agricultural Workers Union. , 

“The Southern Tenant Farmers’ Union agrees that unity 
ainons the disinheriled was never more needed. than if is 
loday. But the proposal of the Sharecroppers Wnion is not 
a call for unity. On the contrary, it shows the way to dis- 
unity and disaster. 


undamentally, the m of tenant farmers, share- 


the same problems- —econpmic, political and cultural, They 


~ 


the fleet I have had 
the gencrosity, the kindness and the 


“ORGANIZED LABOR “AIDS STFU. 


The Tenant 
Union is deeply grateful for the 


| 


moral and financial aid of organ- 
ized labor during the recent strike. 
It showed a solidarity between in- 
dustrial and agricultur al workers 
which is very hopeful. | 

The Union received support 
from both William Green and 


John’ L. Lewis. Following is the 
statement issued by the Interna- 
tional Executive Board of the 


von Mine Workers of Amer- 
ica 

and citizens 
generally who want « square deal 


for all workers in this country 


croppers and agricultural workers 


now going on in Northeastern 


ure all vietims of the same brutal systenr of exploitation and | Arkansas. 


slavery. What affects one, affects the other. A man who is a 
Lenant today may be a cropper tomorrow and a day laborer 
the day after. Even the small landowner may be forced into 
the ranks of the farm laborer over night. 
- Why try: to separate these groups into two different 
~ Unions as the “Southern Farm Leader” proposes? The whole 
trend in the cotton country is toward day labor. The tenants, 
the cropners and the day laborers have a common problem 
and must arrive at a common solution. Can they do it. by 
separating the day laborers from the rest? Our city brothers 
are just beginning to learn the value of the industrial form 
of organization. We must not forget it. Furthermore, we are 
not impressed with the program of the Farmers Union for 
the disinherited of the South, - 

‘The Southern Tenant Farmers’ a ee has succeeded in 
uniting tenants, croppers and daborers because their interests 
are the same. That unif¥ must never be destroyed. United, 
we are going forward in a ernsade against slavery in the 
-» cotton fields of the South, a crusade that will bring. emanci- 


“Mhenty. to those who have never known freedom or peace or 


That these several thousand 
members of the Southern Tenant 
Farmers’ Union are striking for 
an increase in their wages a3 cot- 


of 7% cents an hour per 10-hour 
day to a mere 15 cents an hour 
gives some idea of the desperate 
conditions under which they live. 

‘If the reports are true that 
the planters, in an attempt to 
break the strike, ara forcing work- 
ers back into the fields at the 
point of the gun, it is high time 
that Federal officials should in- 
tervene. This is especially so if 
the charges are correct that the 


to work out their fines on pri- 
 vately-owned plantations. 


The practical aspects of the fight | 


tan immediate nor a long-range 


cannot fail to give sympathy and | solution of the problem of these 


| support to the strike of share- | 
-croppers and farm day laborers in the South are faced with |; 


ton choppers from the pitiful sum. 


strikers, after being arrested and |. 
fined for vagrancy, are compelled 


ame Department of Labor and 
Department of . Justice should 
thoroughly investigate. these 
charges and reports. Such inves- 
tigation should be conducted by 
officials from outside the area 


whose status and interests are |’ 


not bound up with the conditions 


under consideration. 
“Humanitarian considerations 
alone would be enough to 
warrant every thoughtful Ameri- 
can backing this’ struggle of the 
field workers in the cotton south. 


are equally compelling. Neither 


workers can or will be found, un- 
til they are- organized into cohe- 
sive unions under intelligent lead- 
ership. 


“Without such organizations 


capable of instisting upon and se- 


curing a standard of living more: 
nearly in keeping with what we .- 


like to call “the American stand- 
ard,” these large bodies of men 
with their families, who obtain 
at best only seasonal employment 
with the cotton crop, stand as a 


constant threat to the standard | 


of -living of workers-.in surround- 
ing urban areas.” . 

Telegram rec nian from William 
Green, President of the American 
Federation of Labor, at the begin- 
ning of the strike: 

H. L. MITCHELL, EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARY, SOUTHERN 
TENANT FARMERS’ UNION, 
| MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Will request affiliated organi- 
zation with American Federation 
of Labor to render members of 
the Southern. Tenant Farmers’ 
Union on strike cooperation and 
assiatatice. | 


“EOREIGN AGITATORS" 


Even though all Union leaders come from this part of : 
the South, the planter. politicians keep muttering about Q 


“foreign agitators.” 


Now that the Indians are joining the Union, the planters. 


will probably call them “foreign agitators” and tell them to 


go back where the¥came from. 


THE UNION! 


SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS’ UNION. ie 


Box 5215, Memphis, Tena. 
Please tell me how I can join the 


NAME 


Union. 


ADDRESS. 


JULY, 1998 


In Arkansas—The Wonder State. 
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